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While the powers are plotting and
planning each for it share ot the vast
Chinese empire should the partition-

f the empire be the outcome of the
present uncertain conditions there is
one great province of China which
unknown to the other powers fs only
waiting chance to become part
of the United States Thin is the
coast povmue of Fuklen with a popu-
lation of 22009009 ptople rich cities
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eye on Russia who was building mas
Hive fortifications with feverish hastejust act 088 the narrow gulf Italy was
pressing her claims on the bay of San

in the province of Chekiang
while Japan robbed of the spoils of
victory was attempting to gain pres
tige and compensate herself by mak
lug claims on province of Fuklen

Such was the condition of China and
it is small wonder that patriotic Chi-
nese were filled with apprehension
There were rumors of palace intrigues
of discord in the imperial clan of
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t and growiig rommerr-
h been feeling of the people

tt th province towarrt the United
Mtate that a forrcal petition for annex-
ation was once prepared scaled

igne 3 for transmission to the preni
tnt find when It was withheld at the
tulvic of an American missionary who
told thp petitioner that their prayer

ould bf unavrJHng at that time the
matter was held in abeyance and

all intents and purposes in that con-
dition today

No jltce of history s i important as
thi4 is Kept secrety without the most

reason is not far to seek The petition
was practically the first step ih the
art of secession Should it have become
known to the ruling powers of the em
pire not only all those prominently
Implicated but thousands of Kusprotts-
v ould havw Men beheaded Human
1ifv is 4heap in China Fukien would
have he n drenched in blood Condi-
tions art changed now A leading
spirit in the man who
today would he the first to suffer
lias suffered the of his straight-
forward and courageous patriotism
Standing for what h believed to be

emriros orly hopi radical reform
Vie bav and brilliant young states-
man Thig Hshio was beheaded by or
tiir of he empress of the
famoi oip deat of 1898 when he
va 1ut 2 years old Of the other

ihl f petitioners all arr now in Mri

tions of safety from identification and
thr petition itself is where it may
lo at my time presented to the presi
dent itid ngre s uf the United States
but v h re no official Chinese hand can
dtsooT its hiding place 5i it is that

for the first time the story of the
thl province that wanted to join
the Iritod States can be told

It as shortly after the collapse of
the arms in th war with
Japan that the movementfor the an-
n xat n of Fukien to this nation was

China lay helpless at the
mercy of her conqueror and the powers
were tearing at her like jackals Korea
had talen from her and set up as
an Independent power for the control
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strife between the emperor and em
press dowager A formidable uprising
existed in the northwes provinces
Most Chinese believed that the present
dynasty had run its course and that
the struggle for the succession was
about to begin and mariy were casting
about for some man to whom
they could otter their allegiance Many
plans were discussed by the various
governors and mandarins for saving
their districts and provinces
ravages of revolution and civil war or
the reign of anarchy that might ensue

various powers to
intervene on account of the unsettled
condition of national affairs

All was confusion distress and
alarm The rulers to whom the

looked for direction were busy
each striving to save his own property
and head Under such conditions
there could bo no w plan of
procedure In most of the provinces

In Fukien alone there wore among
the leaders a number of men who
instigated by motives of patriotism
They believed In their duty to the pso

them and they were ready
to lay down their lives in carrying It
out Secret meetingswere held and
listened to eloquence and learning
of Ling then a mere boy in
years but by virtue of having already
won bis second degree a man In wis-
dom and authority He and several
other influential men pointed out the
desperate situation pointed out also
the way of hope The United States
alone of all the great powers had
been friendly and without design
Chinese territory or sovereignty The
treatment accorded to the natives by
Americans had usually been in pleasing
contrast to the harshness of other
foreigners So in the belief that it
wa the best if not indeed the only
way to secure the peace for which their
people longed and which they needed
for the development of their great
commerce the leading officials of the
province joined by one or two from ad-
joining provinces the prepara-
tion of a petition to the president of the
United States asking that province to
be annexed to this country or at least
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that the president issue a proclamation
extending American protection over it

It is saidthat the sense of the entire
gathering was that such a petition
should be presented A to the exact
nature of tic document there was
much discussion Many

tition was completed enjbodytng what
were believed to be the best features
of the various suggestions and

province on mercy
of the United States with but few un-
important conditions It is worthy of
note that when these Chinese officials
hadprepared their petition to the Unit

d tates they did not seek the United
States consul in but an
Amejcican missionary the Rev George
B Smyth T IX president of th Anglo
Chinese college ii that city whb had
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endeared himselfto all Chinese by his
work in their behalf Dr Smyth is a
New Yorker educated in the College-
of the City of New York and Drew
Theological seminary who went to
China as a missionary in 1882 and Was
soon placed in charge of the educational
work of Ms church In Foochow

The company of patriots which bore
the petition to Dr Smyths house was
headachy one of thecensors of China

are in a way the highest
officials of the empire for it is thei

ensors

duty to criticise wrongdoing and in
conliierency to correct abuses and rec
ommend reforms their right extends
even to criticising the whil
their prerogatives include immunity
from responsibility for their criticisms
It was late at night when this band of
conspiring mandarins reached the home
of Dr Smyth and the old censor care
fully laid on the table before him a for
midable looking document written on
vermillion paper on which all official
communications in China are Inscribed
Dr Smyth looked in wondenfrom one
to another of Chinese officials

him and using the ceremonial
form employed on occasions of import
finally said

Venerable sirs what have I done to
receive the favorof a visit from you
my elder brothers to this my miser
able hut

The old censor who headed he dele
gation went straight at the matter
without the usual preliminary

answering
Teacher1 in China it is the custom

to address all missionaries by this ti-
tle at your feet that we have
come tonight to learn wisdom The
Kingdom of the Great Pure is threat-
ened with a return to the time of the
Three Kingdoms when the country

divided among warring factions
The inhabitants of the Happy Estab
lishment Eukien are peaceable and
law abiding but they have heard that
their territory ha been claimed by a
foreign power They shudder to think
of the devastation that will come upon
them should their country become a
battle Held between the armies of rival
claimants to the throne

We have not forgotten continued-
the old censor the bloodshed and bar-
barities of the great Taiplng rebellion
which exterminated and depopulated
provinces and we desire if It is possi-
ble to save the people of this district-
from suffering in such a manner The
sons of Han Chinese have from time
Immemorial exercised the right of se-
lecting their own rulers and we be
lieve that the happiness and prosperity
of our people will be greater and more

I

I

I

I

it Is

was

be-
fore

formal-
Ities

¬

¬
¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

o

lIT

L

c

f
f

H J t 1-

r
t n

0

4

25-

t

Codorc
Is-

cG 0-

i
qa

119

i

r i9-

IA4cIItaNG Ic0APccSil4 0
S i d

EIcHtNi

I
4eE4PlNC-
9t I Y

7 fl FOO HOW

a1 f 1 f rH-
UPF 4J

wto-

nJJ7 e oi 4fi
1D

U

b J CffI4

hit

<

<

=

kf

r f which however both Russia and Ja I

pan were eagerly striving The great
isand of Pttrmosa had been given to
Japan but the main lane hird been

saved to the though at a
h aw monatftpy cost by tne inter-
vention of PQBFS vho hail moved even
more than Japan Russia
had secured PortArthur the Gibraltar
of Ciiivia Germtny on a mere pre-
text iart seized Kiao Chau and was
drlvirg the population from the seized
ttrrttory dispossessing people from
horns some of which had held In
their families for over 2000 years
France hadIncreased her Maim in
south ihina infl England though she
had not aided in relieving China from
the demands of Japan nevertheless felt

d In accepting the lease of TV I

Hal Wei so that she could keep an
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surely secured under the beneficent rule
of the great America than It would un-
der that of the power which have
heard has claimed our province fQr
itself Japan It is insufferable for
our people to think that they shalhbe
ruled over by the miserable
Japanese

province Is rich the great

tea leaves thwt have made the Willis of
Bohea famous wherever the sun shines
We believe that country would
find a rich and profitable
enough with our people to repay it for
the boon for which we now humbly
pray Teacher all this is

vermillion scroll which we beg you
to accept from us Dp you therefore

petition and present it
to the ruler of your country the presi

e
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dent of the great America and say
that we beg for an edict proclamation
annexing this province of the Happy
Establishment to his If this
may not be we bOg that at least
extend his over our terri-
tory and over our miserable who
are threatened with great sorrow and
loss unless he in his beneficence shall
condescend to save us

When the censor hadceased speak
Dr Smyth stood for a moment

dumbfounded He attempted to ex
plain to the mandarins that
such a thing was impossible that our
people world with favor on
such a proposition that the president
had no power to such a thing that
he was not an absolute ruler as they
were but could simply carry out the
will of the The petitioners
however were unconvinced and
insisted that Dr go to
Washington as their ambassador

Teacher said the old censor we
do not understand but you are wise
Here Whatever you will is

Go and make the prayer for us
Present this petition to your president
You will explain it to hlm and he will
understand He will not deny our
prayer and leave us to the mercy of
those would plunder arid destroy-
us

Dr Smyth then explained to them
that Hawaii had but recently made a
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similar petition to the United States
and while it had been favorably re
ceived by one president a succeeding
president Cleveland denied their
prayer The censor referred the mat-
ter to the delegation and they insisted
that the attempt be made Then Dr
Smyth who had begun to examine the
petition called their attention the
fact that it lacked What to Americans
would be a prime requisite The peti-

tion it was true was signed by them

proving but it bore no evidence j

expressed the will or desire of the
people over whom they ruled Ameri-
cans would certainly not consider an
offer made by said Dr
Smyth unless they satisfied that

people themselves desired
thing For a the mandarins
were butVwnen they com-
prehended the American attitude u of
mind they the implied
challenge One of the younger men
spoke up saying j

In this we are atsng not for our
selves but for the people They will
be of the same mind as we are If
it is desired we will secure the names
of the people to the petition

And I will guarantee that we will
have the signature of important
merchant and business man in the
great parts of the added
the old censor

All this will take time said Dr
Smyth greatly relieved by the sug
gestion which would give him oppor-
tunity to consider the matter maturely
and consult with others about it if
that seemed best Take back
petition until you have the supple
mental petitions with the signatures
Then all can be presented together and-
I will aid you to the best of my ability
and judgment

As the delegation was retiring after
thanking him Dr Smyth said

Do you not know that you are Im
periling your lives by this course
and that you would be beheaded if this
were known In certain quartetS

To which the old censor replied with-
a proverb which may be translated

The man of virtue will do the right
though his life be forfeit and the
others murmured their assent
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Before the circulation of
tloris had fairly started there was so
marked a change in the aspect of

that the documents were
from circulation with the un

derstanding however thqt the matter
might be brought up at any time
whltjh might seem favorable It is an
pen secret that from that day to this
many influential men of the province
have been hoping that the annexation
might some day be brought about

Fukien is one of the richest prov-
inces in China and would be one of
the most eagerly sought in case of par-
tition It lies on the southeastern coast
of China opposite the island of FocmOr
sa Along its northern and western
Borders runs a high range of moun-
tains literally cuts this province
out from the rest of the Chinese em-
pire From this great range down to-

wards the coast reach out ranges of
minor hills which give to the province
an agreeable diversity of scenery that
has been compared to that of our state
of Maine Between these hills stretch
ruih valleys which support one of the
densest populations of this earth in
one of the earths most favored re
gions Its plains lie on the sunny side
of tho mountains and roll down in well
watered slopes to the oceans edge
Numerous rivers navigable almost to
their source in western highlands
llpw down to the sea which washes a
cast tne attractiveness
anl convenience of its numerous har-
bors The province was anciently
called Min after its famous river
which still bears that name but its
magnificent location and its many pe-

culiar advantages became so noted
its ancient name was abandoned while
the natives gave it the more expressive-
and better descriptive title of Fukiqn
The Happy Establishment Fukien is
an empire in itself and cut off as it is
by the mountain range which sur-
rounds it there Is no other province in
China which could detach from
the empire with so little disturbance
either to itself or its surrounding ter
ritory1 It covers an area but little
larger than the state of Ohio but hay
a population of some 22000000 The
people speak a dialect peculiar tothem
selves and have marked characteristics
which distinguish them from other Chi-
nese with whom in fact they have
often been at war To this day a deadly
feud exists between them and the
Hantse who occupy the northwestern
slonQ of the great mountain range that
divides Frequent raids

and punitive even now
made over the mountains into each

territory The Fukienese are a
hardy and vigorous race For hundrds
of years they have been noted as mer
chants and seagoing men Their
ports Amoy Chin Chow and Foochouv
were great emporla celebrated
throughout the east overlCOO years ago

uklen occupies that part of the Chi
nese mainland nearest to our island
possession in the Philippines The
people of the province p s-
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antiforeign spirit which has marked
the Chinese of the great interior prov-
inces Certainly the prejudice against
foreigh religion has been less strong in
Fukien than in any province of
China for in its borders are
thirds of all con
verts in the whole empire of ChlmL
From the Chinese point pf view see-
Ing the United States taking a

part in Oriental world politics
and establishing Its nag in the far east
it would seem that the reasons for the
annexation of Fukien were far more
potent now than ever before It would
surprise no man familiar with the af
fairs of tHe province should that yen
minion petition journey across seasyet
addressed to the president of the
United States
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Children often inherit feeble dlges
tivepower and colic of a more or less
severe character results when food is
taken which is at all difficult to di
gest WHITES CREAM VERMI
FUGE acts as a general and

tonic Price 25 cents Van
Dykes Drug Store cor Mari and 3d
South

A Bread That Has a Deputation is
Some Foolish People

allow a cough to run until it gets be-
yond the reach of medicine They often
say Oh it will wear away but In
most cases it wears them away Could
they be induced to try the successful
medicine called Kemps Balsam which
Issold on a positive guarantee to cure
they would mmediatelys see the excel
lent effect after taking the first dose
Price 25c and 50c Trial size free For
sale by GodbePitts cug company
Salt Lake City Utah
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OVER HA F OF THE SUICIDES IN THIS COUNTRY CAN BE
TRACED TO A DISORDERED LIVER IN FACT THERE IS
NO OTHER DISEASE THAT HAS SUCH A DEPRESSING EFFECT
ON THE PATIENT AS DISEASE OF THE LIVER THOUSANDS-
OF PEOPLE ARE TODAY DOCTORING FOR SOME IMAGINARY
AILMENT EO IF THEIR LIVER WERE WORKING IN A
HEALY IANNER WOULD BE IN PERFECT HEALTH THE

A PURIFIER OF THE BLOOD AND ABOVE
ALL OTHEK iEMBERS OF THE BODY SHOULD BE ATTENDED-
TO CAREFULLY

Ic a guaranteed cure for all diseasesof the liver It acts immediately-
and leaves none of the pad effects that result from calomel and other
poisonous drugs And all other troubles arising from disordered weak
digestion or inactive Kidneys or Liver It makes pure blood a good
appetite and builds up the whole system-

A MILD LAXATIVE WORKS RAPIDLY AND
WITHOUT A GRIPE OR PAIN

i One thing Is certain UHGOL9 TEA moves the Bowels jKSb-
Sw M-

SA A 100Page Book ofStories and Anecdotes Abraham 3
Lincoln free with every 25certt package m-

ALL DRUGGISTS

one certain way to euro is to life
one certain way to cure that Is to remove its cause

How far drugs from this and how directly the Dr VTeLaush
Un Electric Belt strlRes t 4 mark is shown by the thousands jaf CUre
performed in almost hopcdees eaSeS by my wonderworlfliig electric
treatment after thfe failwre f sell kinds of drug medication

The reason is that main aifll weakness result from a loss of
organic and nerve vitality That must be restored Drugs naot re

Electricity can and does when it is right I apply It
right

Cures to stay cured Nervous DeWiity Waste pf Power Varicocele
Weakifese of Apy Kind whether in Nerves Stomach Heart Liver or
Kidneys It cures Rheumatism Pains in Back and Shoulders Sciatica
Lumbago Indigestion Neuralgia P ostatlc Weakness Constipation
Dyspepsia and all troubles where life can restore health

NO CURE NO PAY
You run no risk Top pay only when cured if you can offer rea-

sonable security Failure costs nothing as I take all the
chances The Dr Electric Bolt is the best electric body
appliance that has ever invented Latest patent June 19 1900

Is on abond of 5306 to Jive a stronger current last

Guaranteed for one at on y expense
the cheaply made baits do and burn nor bUster as oldstyle
belts do It Is th only uptodate modern electric belt oa sale today

5GLOOO CURES

Dr M B McLaughlin
SixtejifcIi Street Denver Colo-
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